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; M ATT. vii. 15. 16. | 
a 5 . MRI) 5 EE 
Beware of FALSE PROPHETS, which come un- 
to you in ſheep's clothing, but inwardly they are raven- 
ing wolves: Ye ſhall know them by their fruits. | 


E manner in which our bleſſed Lo x D diſ- 
- _ charged the duties of his extraordinary pro- 
pherical function, is aſtoniſhing in the higheſt de- 
gree. Exen his moſt inyeterate enemies, and their 
flaviſh officers, whoſe hearts were ordinarily callous 
to the more tender feelings, were obliged to ac- 
knowledge, that never man ſpake like this man“. 
Conſcious of his power to render all he faid effec- 2 
tual, he not only deſpiſed the contemprible arts of 
the Sophiſt and Rhetorician, but he even deigned 
not to uſe many of the more laudable means of per. © 
ſuaſion, ever ſacred to the cauſe of truth, religion, 
and humanity. While he communicated the moſt 
ſublime truths, and inculcated the moſt important 


precepts; while he reſtored the purity of the dis 


vine law, and unmaſked the charadters d thoſe; 
who, had dared to adulterate and debaſe it, by their 
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this in a manner, worthy of a God; and in a lan- 
guage ſublime, though ſimple; full of noble energy, 
though plain; and accommodated to the loweſt ca- 
pacity, at the ſame time that it ſerved to demon- 
ſtrate the dignity of his own character, and the 
grandeur of his own miſſion.— Of all this we have a 
Pregnant inſtance and convincing proof in his ſermon 
on the Mount; and particularly in this ſhort paſ- 
ſage of it, now before us: Beware of falſe Prophets, 
who come unto you in fherp' r cloathing, but inwardly 
they are ravenihg wolves. Te Jag! know them by 
Their Fruits, s | | 
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Our bleſſed 3 1 about to 1 A . 


Kingdom, extenſiye as the habitable globe, and 


laſting as the ſun, upon the foundation of his own 
approaching reſurrection, was well aware, that 
HFlell from 0 nin not 1 rowle. ccf a | 


$. $3.33 


All eyents, er feli that 1 5 5 or 
the kingdom of providence, ſubordinate to it, 
. concealed behind the awful and impenctra- 
ble vail of futurity, are naked and open unto him 
with whom we have to do. He not only ſaw well 
the ſcenes of perfidy and cruelty that were then 
Acting againſt his perſon and intereſts, but he clear- 
tf fereſaw, that in every age, all the teeming four- 
ces of force and fraud would: be exhauſted by re- 
bellious angels and wicked men, rather than thatthey 


ſhould be wanting to gratify their natiye malignity 


A againſt a deſign fo ſalutary and glorious. As Satan, 
with his bands, can appear and act but in two capi- 
tal characters only, i in that of the rc AY kek 


2 
* 


E J 


ing: to devour, and in that of the old Serpent, attempt 
ing to deceive z, ſo our Lord, like a wiſe and com- 
paſſionate friend, cautions his diſciples to the end of 
the world, againlt the fatal conſequences of being 
overcome by theſe paſſions which RAE, character 
i ſuited to inſpire. 255 1 
ing and even Acreemg to permit, that 
that the ſon of violence ſhould ſet upon, and at- 
tempt to deſtroy the faithful ſerVants of God ineve- 
ry future generation, he warns them of their dan- 
ger, and directs them to the proper means of 
cluding 1 it. Behold I ſend you forth as ſheep, i my 
e the midſt of wolyes: be ye wiſe as ſerpents, and 
2 Harmleſs as doves. Beware of men, for they 
« will deliver you up to the councils, and they will 
cc < ſcourge you in their ſynagogues. —But fear not 
* them who kill the body. He fortifies their 
minds againſt all the effects of a timid and daſtardl 
temper, by holding up to their view, objects "nf | 
nitely more tremendous than racks and torture.. 
Fear him who is able to la both ſoul. 8 
body i in Hell, 8 


N r 
£ 4 


He alſo fesselt has Satan etc add craft to 
c Knowing, that, as good men are ordinari- 
ly leaſt under the influence of gloomy ſuſpicion, his 
church, conſtituted in all ages of ſuch amiable cha- 
racters, would be greatly expoſed to all the diſmal 
eſfects of a too eaſy eredulity, and of an unſuſpecting a 
uprightneſs of heart: He therefore cautions them 
to be hourly on their guard againſt the arts of All 
thoſe who lye in wait to deceive, * Beware of falſe 
Prophets, who come unto you in ſheep's cloathing, 
but inwardly they are ravening . Je ſhall | 
ä o them DY, their fruits. "1 | 
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- Theſe words preſent to our view a moſt uſeful 
CavurTION, and an infallible TEST. 


= it; We are preſented with an important. 
Caution. «Beware of falſe Prophets, which come 
unto you in ſheep's cloathing, But inwardly 2 
are ravening wolves. 


In this kind 3 two Wai require our 
attention. The Dur v enjoined, and the OBJECTS 
| ered, to which the duty ſpecially refers. 2 


1. The Duty which the divine authority en- 
joins on all Chriltians, Beware. The word, ſo 
tranſlated, is too expreſſiye to be exactly anſwered 
1 by any one word in our language; Look before 
vou, behind you, and on each hand, where it 1s. 
poſſible danger may ariſe. ,You paſs through 
an enemy's country, where it is neceflary that you 
mould reconnoitre every wood, and every copſe, 
every mountain, and every valley, leſt any ambuſ- 
cade ſhould be laid for you. You muſt examine 
characters, however flattering; and try the ſpirits, 
let their pretences be ever ſo fair. Satan, and 
men capable of Satanical addreſs, are your ene- 
mies. . You are not ignorant of his or their devi- 
ces. The verſatile arts of your enemies mark out 
your duty, and are a forceable motive to urge its 
performance. Be therefore on your guard, and 


fortify yourſelves againſt all the wiles of your open 


and maſked enemies, by all the ways and means 
which God has appointed and approves. * 1 


This duty every man owes to kimfelf. Mini- | 
1 are indeed 8 for the deſence of the Goſpel, 
and are as watchmen to give faithful warning: But 
even the moſt faithful and diligent diſcharge of 
their duty, wall nor, cannot ö the neceſſity 
| every 


14: 


every man is laid under to acquit himſelf of his own. 
If miniſters be unfaithful in rhe truſt repoſed in 
- them, they will not go to Hell in the room of thoſe, 
whom, having been off their own guard, they may 
have fatally betrayed into the jaws of perdition. 
Magiſtrates are the [guardians of our natural, civil, 
and religious rights. But the ordinance of magi- 
ſtracy does not ſupercedę the obligation every 
man, as a moral agent and accountable being, is in- 
diſpenſably laid under to be on his guard, in his 
peculiar ſtation, leſt he and his fellow- citizens 
ſhould become the dupes of artful men, and be 
deprived of thoſe privileges, without which he and 
others cannot diſcharge the duties which they owe 
to God and their own conſciences. 'GoÞD'is great- 
er than man; and conſcienceis a more awful tribu- 
nal than the moſt ſolemn courts of puny mortals. 


This Caution is not delivered in the ſtile of thoſe 
precepts which more immediately regard private 
life. Thoſe are announced in the ſingular number: 
„ THov ſhalt have no other Gods before me, &c. 
But this being publithed in the plural, ſeems to 

indicate, that ſocieties, as fuch, are to guard their 
common intereſts, by all the ways and means that are 
competent to ſocieties, according to their different 
conſtitutions, and the different ends of their erec- 
tion. Churches being ſocieties, erected for pur- 
poſes purely ſpiritual, are to watch over their ſpi- 
ritual privileges, by a due ſubjection to all the or- 
dinances of Chriſt, and the due uſe of thoſe wea- 
pons, which are not carnal, but ſpiritual, and mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of Rrong holds, caſt- 
ing down imaginations, and every high thing that ex-" 
alteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God j. . Civil 
ſocieties, as ſuch, ought to guard their civil privi- - | 
„ . | | leges | 


- # 
” — 


L I. 
th by all the means that are lawful in themſelves 
and agreeable to the conſtitutions,” or fantamentii 


laws of ſuch ſocieties.” And as churches cannot 


enjoy their peculiar ſpiritual privileges in peace, 
unleſs their members be protected in all natural 
and civil privileges, belonging to them as citizens; 
civil ſociety ought to guard them againſt the attacks 
of all ſuch as either openly attempt, or ſecretly en- 
deavour the ſubverſion of their natural or civil 
rights, whether ſuch peſts of me reſide in, or 


be foreign to the ſociety. 


2; The Objects whom this Duty reſpects deſerve : 
to be conſidered. - * Falſe Prophets, who come in 


7 N s clothing, but are inwardly ravening wolves." 75 


They are deſcribed by. their names. They call 


- themſelves Prophets, and inoffenfive ſheep. Un- 
happily for them, He who gives every perſon his 


true name, calls them falſe Prophets, oo raven- 
ing wolves in ſheep's eloathing. The denomina- 
tions, prophet and ſheep, originally ſigniſied the 
public teachers, and the more private members of 


dhe church. A prophet, in the more reſtrained 
ſignification of the word, ſignifies; one who, actua- 


ted by a divine impulſe, predicted future events, 


But it js uſed in a more general ſenſe, to denote any 


perſon who has a proper common to teach the 
doctrines of religion in the church. A falſe pro- 


| Phet is, therefore, any perſon who pretending a 


a Hivine commiſſion, intrudes himſelf into the ſacred 


"offices of the church, and endeavours to diſſeminate 


falſe and pernicious doctrines among her members. 


Every heretic, every erroneous teacher, whatever | 


his commiſſion originally may have been, is there- 


5 fore a falſe prophet; tor no man can Nen a divine 
5 come . 


- 
4 —— — — — 4 * 
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g commiſſion: to utter falſehood and tell lies, in n the 
name of the Lord. re | 


5 1 hey are Ae by PE . "Thy! run 
before = be ſent, and come before they be ſent 
for. Who come unto you in ſheep's cloathing.” 

Prophets, who have God's commiſſion, are too much 

awed with the] importance of their work, to run preci- 
pitantly upon it. When they come to any people 
as their public teachers, they come in conſequence 
of a call from them. On their coming to ſuch a 
people, they can ſay as Peter ſaid to Cornelius, 1 

aſk for what intent ye have ſent for me? On the 
contrary, falle prophets come without any call that 

Heaven approves. ,. That impulſe which ariſes 

from the thirſt of filthy lucre, is not the motion of. 
the Holy Ghoſt; nor is induction to the benefice 

the call of the church, the call that will warrant 
the prophet to aſſert his commiſſion at the bar of 
conſcience and common ſenſe, and before the tri 

3 of God. ö | | 


They are deferibed 15 their 184 appear- 
ance. * They come in ſheep's cloathing. This 
may refer either to their pretended office, as pro- 
phets, or to their boaſted ſimplicity and innocence 
as ſheep. (1) It may refer to their prerended 

office, as prophets. Some of the ancient prophets, 
obliged by the cruelty. of their cotemporary prin- 
ces to flee into the extenſive. wilderneſſes of Pa. F 
leſtine and its environs, Went up and down. in dil. 
guiſe, cloathed in ſheep's- ſæins and -goats-ſkins, 
being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented ;—* of whom 
the word was not worthy.” The falſe prophets, 
in the degenerate ages of the Jewiſh church, were 
Anbitious to catch rhe admiration of their contem⸗- 
. 8 e ot . - poraries ; 
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Poraries, to. whoſe ears the fame of the ancient 
| prophets had come. To obtain this end, though 


quite deſtitute of the ſpirit of theſe eminent per- 
ſonages, they attempted an imitation of their exte- 


rior. They wore a rough garment to deceive f, 


in alluſion to the falſe prophets of Zechariah's age, 
our Lord characteriſes the falſe teachers who 


would ariſe in the Chriſtian church. Though 


Tavening wolves, they ſhall, like their predeceſſors of 


infamous memory, imitate the exterior of faints, 


confeſſors and martyrs. Though they ſhall not 
have the ſmalleſt portion of Elijab's ſpirit, they 55 
boaſt that they poſſeſs his mantle.” Or (2) I 


may refer to their pretended ſimplicity and + My 


lefineſs as ſheep. © Though they be ravening 
wolves, they ſhall come in the habiliments of the 
inoffenſive ſheep. . They ſhall ſtrive to recommend 
themſelves to the good opinion of mankind, by all 
the tricks of ſuperſtition, and an overdone religious 
profeſſion.” Thus the clergy of. New Teſtament 


Babylon are repreſented. ** Their faces were as the 
faces of men; and they had hair as the hair of wo- 


men, but their teeth were as the teeth of lions = ag 


Thus the whole Anti- chriſtian kingdom is charac- 


teriſed; - © The ſecond beaſt had two horns as a 


| 0 but he ſpake as a dragon.“ 


They are expoſed in their real charadter. | pu * 


1 warts they are ravening wolves. '”” God ſearch- 


eth the heart, and cannot be impoſed upon by falſe 


- appearances. He therefore aſſures us, that theſe 
prophets who affe& the appearance of extraordi- 
_ nary ſanctity, without being able to produce any 


ether vouchers to prove their F than the 
| EFterior 


$Zxcu, xiti, 4. this; ix, 7. 8. Uv. xili. 25 
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exterior of the ancients, are falſe prophets and ra- 
vening wolves. They are not even permitted the 
Jeſs obnoxious name of goats. Goats are indeed 
a different ſpecies ſrom the ſheep, and are the ordi- 
nary ſcripture emblem of hypocrites,—a deteſted 
generation! but eyen goats are not inimical to the 
ſheep, Hypocrites, with all their bad qualities, 


may live peaceably in the exterml communion of 


the viſible church. Bur falſe prophets: are wolves, 
naturally diſpoſed to ſlaughter and blood, and can 
never deſire to aſſociate with the ſheep, but with a 
view to deſtroy them. They are ravening wolves. 
Theſe animals are naturally fo ; yet when their na- 
_ tural propenſions receive a keeneſs from hunger, 
they will even frequent the haunts of men, rather 
than endure the rage of their own voracious appe- 
tites. Falſe teachers, whoſe hands have been long 
tied up from murther, and whoſe mouths. have 
been long ſhut, acquire a keeneſs to act in the cha- 
racter of ravening wolves, proportioned to the du- 
ration and ſeverity of the unwelcome prohibition, 
Falſely imagining that they do God ſervice by per- 
petrating Paris maſſacres, and by kindling Smith- 
feld flames, they double their diligence when they 
may, in order that they may make up what was 
wanting when they couldnor, glut their wolfiſh ap- 
petites with blood. They are inwardly ravening 
wolves. Falſe prophets have an inward propen- 
ſion to raven. As they are actuated by the luſt of 
riches, power, and carthly grandeur, they natural- 
ly are prompt to deſtroy every thing that ſtands in 
their way to gratify their covetouſneſs, their ambi- 
tion, and their pride. It is madneſs to expect that 
| a pompous and lucrative religion can ever be a tole- 
rant religion; or that thoſe who are its publie 
. ͤ . 


. | 4 


** 
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teachers can ever be good members of Goeleyyn 


when the inſtrument of gratifying their cxo! dnn 
Paſſions is in real or apparent danger. 


| SECONDLY; The text preſents us with. an in- 
fallible touchſtone by which we ought to try falſe 
| Prophets, coming in all the habiliments of true 
N and innocent ſheep. Te ſhall know them 
their fruits, Human knowledge is principally 
8 by the examination of effects. Few, if 
any, objects are known to us, a priori. God only 
intuitively knows what is in man. But as he has 
given us an infallible law, by which we muſt try 
our own conduct, and the actions of other men; ; 
and aFmoral actions are the teſt of moral principles; 
—we may know, with as great a degree of cer- 
_ tainty as is neceſſary to our behaviour towards man- 
Kind, what are the real principles, motives, and ends, 
by which the ſeveral claſſes of our tellow-creatures 
: he. actuated, in their ſeveral purſuits, even in ſpite 
olf all their laboured diſguiſes. Out of the abund- 
ance of the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh; and out of 
the abundance of evailing good or evil principles 
in the temper, t © general courſe of actions be- 
tray what modeſty or hypocriſy would with to 
conceal. If the public teachers of the Po piſh com- 
munion, have been, during a ſpace of more than 
'a thoufand years, notorious to the whole world for 
intolerance to all whoare of a different communion ; 
if they hold it as a firſt principle, that no faith is to 
be kept with them, when the intereſt of their own 
communion makes it eligible to break through the 
moſt ſolemn pledges of fidelity; z. if they can tread 
under their feet the rights of princes and the alle- 
.giance of ſubjects, at any time when the Court of 
. ſhall Judge 1 it advantageous to holy mother 


"Furey 
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Church to do EY ; —Mankind can be at no Jok to. 
judge concerning their real character. By their 
lruits they muſt know them to be-raveniag wolves, 
even under their moſt llattering diſguiſes. 


Having taken this view of the paſſage beſore us, 
it demonſtrates the truth of wle e fe 1 er 
ſition. 


„That falſe che gr up to the pier e 85 | 
their falſe principles, are only ravening wolves, 
natwithſtanding all their contrary fair pretences : 
That all who love their own fouls, and the ſouls 
of their poſterity are to try, and to unmaſk them, 
by the infallible teſt of their fruits: And that hay- 
ing diſcovered them, chriſtians ought to 'guard 
themſelves and their deſcendants againſt their craft 
| and rapacity by all theſe approved ways and means 
chat are competent to them, in the eral 
in which they may be attacked.“ 


Among all, whom reaſon and revelation arrange 


under the predicament of falſe prophets, there is 


none to whom the cautioninthe text can be applied 
with greater, or even with equal propriety, as to 
the pretended PRiEsTHoop of the New- LTeſtament 
Babylon. To them it applies, not by a diſtant ana- 
logy, but by way of eminence, as thoſe who make 
the greateſt figure in New-Teſtament, eſpecially in 
apocalyptic, prophecy, With. a preſcience, which 
. demonſtrates him to be diyine, our Lord darted his 
eyes of flame through all the moſt diſtant regions 
and receſſes of futurity ; he foreſaw the long and 
bloody war between himſelf and Antichriſt; he 
ſpake of it frequently in the days of his fleſh; and he 
revealed the whole afterwards, in prophetic vition, 
10 his ſervant John.” n this E band 


of 
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of opponents he ſpeaks in the paſſage pefore us, 
and of all other falſe prophets, in ſo far as they 
coincide in their general b and deſigns Op 


' thoſe of his arch- enemy. 


Wherefore, without beating about the buſh ;— 
by falſe prophets, in our text and propoſition, we 
underſtand thoſe of my/?ical Babylon, from the ar- 
rogant triple crowned Pontiff, who ſitteth in the 
temple of God, fhewing himſelf, by his daring in- 
dulgences, and damnable diſpenſations, that he is 
God, to the ſeveral fraternities of mendicant lo- 
cuſts in the ſanctimonious cowl.— Vet this we wiſh 


to be underſtood under the two 3 reſtrice 


7 We Abkire to be andeeſipods as a che 
3 clergy, when they act as one corps, under, 


And directed by one head, ' who is indiſputably 
marked out in the prophetic page, ag. Antichriſ. 


In this light, they are held up to our view. There 
came aut of the ſmoke locuſts on the earth;—4nd the 


ſhapes of the 35 were as horſes prepared unis 
battle, and on their heads were as it were crowns 
of gold, and their fuces were as the faces of men; 


and they had hair as the hair of women, and their 


teeth ol as the teeth of lions. — And they had a king 
over them, which is the angel of the bottomleſs pit. 
When that extenſive and formidable fraternity are 
actuated by ſuch an head, and carry into execution 
the deſigns of Antichriſt, as a body confederated 


for that very purpoſe, it is impoſſible for any man, 
who believes the prophetic ſcriptures, and com- 


pares with them the horrid tragedies which that 
ternity, in concrt, have acted, in all ages, and in 
al „ to entertain ſentiments, more 188 f 


ble | 
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able to them. 5 it muſt be Moved, and cats 
dour demands fuch an acknowledgement, that 
many of that fraternity, acting as individuals, in 

the character of hi/torians.or philoſophers, and when 
Popery was out of the queſtion, have been orna- 
ments to fociety and the ſciences. Many of them, 
eſpecially of late, fince the light which has ſprung 
from, and has always accompanied the reforma- 
tion, hath forcibly darted its ſalutary rays into the 
kingdom of darkneſs, have thought juſtly, have 
: Hoke boldly, have wrote learnedly, and have acted 
nobly in the defence of morality and the chriſtian 
_ ſyſtem, againſt the ot: rl afſailants of er and 
cn ſenſe. 


2. Our en is to be e of the ; 
Roman prieſthood, when they believe the con- 
nected ſyſtem, act up unto the bloody principles, ; 
and are actuated by the intolerant ſpirit of Po 
The ſyſtem of Popery, undifguiſed, is fo oppoſite 
to every original, undeprayed principle in human 
nature, that it needs aſtoniſh no man, to find xen 
Papiſts, raiſed above the vulgar in learning, ſhud- 
dering and recoiling at the horrid idea of their own 
Principles; induſtrious to diſguiſe them, even to | 
themſelves; ; and averſe to carry them i into full ex- 
_ecution; unleſs they be ſtimulated to it by the ir- 

reſiſtible energy 74 the luſt of riches, the dæmon 
of ambition, 224 a blind attachment to the 
deur of the Roman fee. For the honour of * py 

nature, we are willing to believe, that many of 
them are infidels to the moſt obnoxious of their 
own diabolical principles, and de voutly wiſh that 
the honour of their pretended. mother church had 
neyer been {ſtained with fo many uncontravertible 
Inſtances of Infernal barbarity. Good men do not 
Wits, 2 F | always 
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fl 
Shree feet the flimulating energy of the belt prin- 
eiples, much lefs will men of a refined taſte and 
tender feelings ſuffer themſelves to be governed by 
the worſt, unleſs ſome end, able to drown the feeble 


voice of humanity, be preſented to their views and 
rouſe them „„ bop 925 1a be 


The impartial anrials 5 Europe Furche innumera- 
die inſtances of men poſſeſſed naturally of the ſweet- 
| eſt tempers, plungiog themſelves into ſcenes that 

would diſgrace ſavages themſelves, when opportu- 
nities of dignifying the church, and aggrandizing 
the Roman ice ſeemed to preſent themſelves. Pope 
Urban VIII. was not naturally more rbarous 
than many of his predeceſſors, or even of his mo- 
dern ſuceſſors in the Pontificate; et this ver 
Humane Father of Chriſtendom, this Mor of Jeſus 
Chriſt could fit down, and calmly project a plan to 
maſſacre the Proteſtants in Ireland, and to extir- 
pate what Papiſts are pleaſed to call the northern 
hereſy, out of all the Britiſh dominions, by armies, 


_ 


. Fipulated to be raiſed for that end, and to be 


3 by Popiſn officers only. In ſhort, 
though the Popiſh prieſthood are like other men, 
and will 5 like other men, when their mo- 
tives are the ſame as thoſe of other men; yet 
when their idol, popery, is in queſtion, in Which 
other men are not concerned, they diſcover pa- 
ions which metamorphoſe the beſt natured man in- 
to a dzmoniac.' The man diſappears; i and the 
Fox, or the Fury is the only character that ſuits an 
| obedient fon of the pretended Catholic Church, 
when acting in concert with his 2 er For 8 
4 that devoted ſociery. wy” ak 3 


Having explained the bee before ws, we re hal 
Farther attempt, . 5 
oh 


© 
— 


"4s; 
1 To-unwaſk- the «Popiſh prithood, I analy 
ing their aſſumed character; 


Ro, To aſcertain their real charadder. "Theſe Kill 


make. way for, Bs e 


III. Some nn 1 to ex lain and 
inforce the caution— Beware of. falſe prep elt, who. 
come unto you in ſheep's ee ola: 


os We ſhall” eſſay to unmaſk the! Popih in 
hodd, by examining their aſſumed « charafter.—" They 
pretend to be, POTS nee og 7 5 


| Fiss; 7 00 aphid; but are — er is | 
fruits prove Wr 5 prophes fetal 5 10 


"Fix RST ; ; They LEE to 5 true: e 
They come in the rough garment of the true pro- 
phet, but it is only 79 deceive, Various are the 
pretefices of the Popilh hierarchy to a divine mil- 
fion; yea, to be the any interpreters ofthe will of 
God to mankind, excluſtve of all others of 55 4 
denomination whatever. Not content with the a 
fumed honour of being prophets of rhe Lord, they 
deny that honour to all, without the pale of the Ro- 
miſh communion. Let us examine ſome of theſe 
arrogant, uncharitable, narrow-ſpirited pretences. 
I. They come, pretending to be pofleſſed of, 
and wraped in, Eljah's mantle. ' Arrogantly aſpir- 
ing to an honour Bailer to that of the ſucceſſor of 
that venerable prophet, they pretend to a lineal 
ſucceſſion to the Apoſtles and the firſt Biſhops in 
the ſeveral ſees of Europe. While the Pope boldly 
n chat he is che we ter of bs Peter in 

. 4 the 


yea, there are many reaſons which ſeem to make 


1 8 I 


the Papal chair, the a Biſhops 6f the ſame An- 

tichriſtian fraternity pretend to be able to trace 
their ſucceſſion to the firſt public teachers of Chriſ- 
rianity, in their reſpective * cities or pro- 


vinces. | 


As to the Papal FOE of eden to OW as 
che fit Pope; we can only fay, that its abfurdir 24 
is 3 equalled by the bare-faced arrogance wit 

a e It is a doubtful problem, which 

apiſts e ſolye in the affirmative, —— 
Aber that venerable Apoſtle was ever at R 


u highiy prabable, that he neverfſaw that imperial 


j | © city. But were it exen à fact, inconteſtibly proved, 


that he was at Rome, and finiſhed his ce there, 
it is rertum that he was never "Biſhop, much leſs 
aPope; in that ſce. There are Two irrefragable 


reaſons; to ſupport the Aſſertion. (1) Though 


there were a few, who alpired to a Diotrephan epil- 


copacy, in the {ſecond and third centuries of Chriſ. 
 tianity, there were no Dieceſan de in the grorld 
till che beg Zinning of che fourth century, by w a 


time, Peter the pretended head of t the C illian hier- 


bs, had been long at an eternal remove from 


every aſlaplt of Papal. ambition. Mot” it was not 


till at lcaſt two centuries. afte r.the. commencement 


ofa political hierarchy in the church, that the name 
of Pope, or Uniyerſal Biſhop, according to the 
idea hich thele titles afterwards conveyed, was ſo 
much as once mentioned in the world. The ſcan-. 
dalous bickerings between the Biſhops of Conſtan- 


I eple and Rome, for _precedency, ſhew.inconteſti- 
' bly, that the idea of an Univerſal-Biſhop had never, 


all Be cammencement of ** barbarous ages, en- 
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| 3 into the minds ws Chriſtians; and that it wis 
ſuggeſted only by the abſurd add: ſcandalous am- 
bition of thoſe hierarchs, who filled rhoſe"ſees; 
during the conteſts between the eaſtern and weſtern 

empires, in the fixth or ſeventh century. 3 


hes: 


(2) Peter was an ; Apoſtle, 1 not a h : Be: 


teen theſe offices there is an immenſe: difference; 


The' commiſſion | of an Apoſtle was univerſal, hay- 
ing for its object the 20ho/e- world*.” And beſide; it 
was a neceſlary qualification to the Apoſtolate, to 
have been an eye · witneſs of the reſurrection, or the 
gloriſied eſtate of Chriſt f. But a Biſhop, in the 

| ſcripture ſenſe of the term; is the Paſtor KP par- 

ticular flock; or even in the hierarchie ſenſe oth the 
word, is the ſuperintendant of a particular province 
or dioceſe: Nor is it a neceſſary qualification of any 
Biſhop to have ſeen the riſen e pa It is hence 
plain, * the Pope cannot, in tlie nature of things; 
be the ſucceſſor of Peter; for the Apoſtles neither 
had, nor could have, any ſucceſſors. Their office 
expired with themſelves, as che end of their funce- 

tion was compleatly anfwered by their perſonal mi- 
' niſtrations, and becauſe none could inherit their 
neceſſary qualifications. Nor can the Pope ſuc- 
ceed Peter as a Biſhop, for he neither was, nor co ala 
be a Biſhop: + The commiſſian he received in com 
mon with the other: Apoſtles, preoludad him from 
taking the charge of, and confining his Apoſtolic 
labours to any one particular flock. Indeed, from 
that Apoſtle's general character, we may be welt 
aſſured, that he had not ſo learned Chriſt, as to 
acrifice Woot 8 881 enn bs bis fidelity 
N 
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| | : in the diſcharge abi it, at the ſhrine of Papal ambi- 
don, even though the Papal throne had been ſur- 
& rounded with all the Slory i it arrired unto in uche 


fifteenth eee, 


Beſide, it . to be noted, that f the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome be the ſucceſſors of Peter, they are 
bound to imitate ſo venerable a predeceſſor. Why 
do they not-the deeds of their Apoſtolic Father ? 
Rather, why do they the very reverſe of what that 


maſter, with his frimming and diſſimulation about oir- 
cumciſion? Did Peter preach and practice celi- 
bacy, when it is notorious he and other Apoſtles 
had, and carried along with them, to the places 
they viſited,” the female partners of their joys and 
cares“? Did Peter, by à Papal bull, forbid the 
cup to the Laity? Or would his pretended inferi- 
er Paul, have ſubmitted to ſuch a reſcript, who | 
once made bold roundly to reprove his ghoſtly 
father for a leſs fault; and who tells us, that he re- 
ceived of the Lord, (not the Lord God, the Pope) 
that he took the cup, ſaying, this cup is the Neo- 
Te u in my blood ;. this do ye, as oft as ye dringt 

Did his Holineſs, Peter, prohibitthe readingof 
ith the ſcriptures in the vulgar tongue, who recom- 
mend s ſo ſtrongly the peruſal of the ſcriptures, even - 
i; though he acknowledges that the unlearned and 
7 unſtable are apt to wreſt them to their ® own de- 
ſtruction}? Or didhe excommunicate Paul, or con- 
demn by a bull his writings, becauſe he had the 


= __ es; in his _ to the Hebrews, as 
= 8 


. I, „ Core 11 with Matt. viii. 14. 8 I, Cor. Xi. 2 * 
0 * 2 Feter iii. „„ 3 5 5 


good man always did, except his denying his divine 


aſſurance to explain the Old Teſtament. in the 
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allegiance to their lawful princes, as Gregory VII. 


Clement Xl. condemned the excellent comments ani 
pious reflections of Father Que ſnel on the New. Tei- 


tament? Did Peter ever forge, orprocure forged me- 


morials, acts, decretals, and the deciſions of councils 
that never exiſted, toeſtabliſh his ſupremacy over the 
other Apoſtles and the whole church, as their Hoke 
neſſes of execrable memory didin the ninth and tenth 


_ centuries of chriſtianity. Did Peter ever excommuni- 
cate kings, lay their kingdoms under interdicts, and 


publiſh bulls to looſe ſubjects from their oaths of . 
and Innocent III. who claimed the empire of the 
whole world, and thought of nothing leis than fub- 
jecting the kings and princes of the whole earth to 


their lordly ſceptre? Inſhort, we may ſay ofPopes, as 


Chriſt ſaid of the Phariſees, who were indeed their 
genuine predeceſſors, © Ye are not the children of 


the Apoſtles; ye are of your father the Devil, and 


his works ye do.“ HT eee 
As to the pretended ſucceſſion of inferior Biſhops 


to the firſt Apoloſtic Biſhops, in their reſpectut 
| Tees, we have only to ſay, that it is not leſs abſurd 


than the pretended ſucceſſion ofthe Popes to Peter's 


Papal chair. We have already ſaid, and hiſtory 
vouches it, that. as there were no Popes till he 
ſixth or ſeventh century, ſo. there were no dias 
biſhops, nor could there be any, till the converſion 
of Con/tantine, in the fourth century; a period this, 
at ſuch a diſtance from the death of the oldeſt f 
the Apoſtolic biſhops, that it will prove to be the 


moſt famous miracle ever the church of Rome 
performed; to unite theſe æras together, and prove 

that the diogglan biſhops, archbiſhops, metropo- 
lirans and primates of the fourth century, ſucceeded 


to the plain teachers of particular Snogregations in 
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the firſt century. One, with equal] propriety; might 
affirm, that the fortunate uſurper, Ceſar, ſucceeded 

Numa Pompilius, becauſe they happened to govern 
in one and the fame city, though the former ex- 
exciſed an uſurped tyranny over the world; and the 
Jatter governed with juſtice and wiſdom a ſingle 
city, by the voluntary choice, and harmonious con- 

ſent of 1 its inhabitantz. 5 


But after all, ſucceſſion i is not the door by which 


the true prophets of God enter into their office. 


Office-power is not communicated from one mortal 
to another, in a ſucceſſion of ages. No; Chriſt, 
the only ſovereign of the church, is the ſole repo- 


ſitory of all power. All power in Heaven and Earth 


is given to him alone*. He alone communicates all 


office power to the miniſters of his church, when 


they are duly choſen, and ſolemnly dedicated to the 
fervice of God in the church. Were the Papal 
throne itſelf erected by God, ſucceſſion. could not 
found the: Pope's title to fit downin it, becauſe he 
cannot ſucceed, nll by ſome intervening action he 


be authorized to ſucceed.. This is election. Ac- 
" corfdingly, all the primitive Biſhops, the Biſhop of 


Rome not excepted, were choſen by the ſuffrages 
of their flocks. - Nor did this inſtituted euſtom 
ceaſe, till the tyranny of Antichriſt was fully eſta- 
bliſhed over Europe. The magical word, ſuccgſſion, 


was not once uſed, as a proof of the legitimacy of 


' office power in the Pope, or his Antichriſtian ſuf- 


of God, by which his approved ſenant 


- fragans, till election gave place to cabal and vil- 
 Jainy. By their fruits you may know them. Having 


profanely trampled under their feet che ordinance 


* Matt, xXviii, 1. 


On E 
their ſacred office, and become poſſeſſed of official 
powers to diſcharge its important duties; they mow 
attempt to amuſe us with an idle ſtory of ſucceſſion 
to the Apoſtles and the firſt teachers of Chriſtiani- 
ty, While the very want of a due election to it muſt 
demonſtrate to every man that reflects, that it is 
fabulous and nugatory. : er nens 


e Ayr. oo af He 1660 12 — * 23 
2. The Popich prieſthood; come to us in the 
Yropher's robe of pretended uix LES, not aware 

Wat the loud pretence they maketoa power of work. 
ing miracles, aſcertains them to be the very Anti- 
chriſt-. They are even boldto hang the truth of their 
being true prophets in a great meaſure on this rot- 
ten peg. When ſo much noiſe is made about theſe 
miracles, and when, as Fannes and Fambres with- 
ſtood Moles by their pretended-miracles, they en- 
2 N oy to reſiſt the truth, and to vouch the groſ- 
cltlye that they are the only true prophets of 
God,“ by their numerous vaunted miracles; we 
may certainly enquire into their authenticity and 
cdi F ... 1 


. 


I would aſk. then, why theſe boaſted miracles are 
neyer performed in any Proteſtant country, and be- 
fore Proteſtants, in order to their converſion ?—— 
Certainly, Mother Church is not wanting in cha- 
rity toward her rebellious children. Why then 
does ſhe not expend a ſmall portion of her miracle- 
effecting power among fo many nations, Who, 
though they now doubt any ſuch power, becauſe 
they never ſaw it exerciſed, would inſtantly. become 
the obedient children of the Pope, if they had ogg 
lar demonſtration of their error. Italy, Spa 
Portugal, and France, are all ſtaunch Papiſts 15 - 


- „„ 


*.2 Theſ. il 9, 1. 3 


C24 3 


* 


them to believe what they dare not miſbelieve.— 
Miracles then loſe all their glory, and even their 


of unbelievers. Would not then the glory and 
eclat of ſuch boaſted prodigia be much greater in 
England than in Italy? Would not Holy Mother 
Church reap infinitely more credit and reputation by 
thus ſhifting the ſcene of her miracles? Does ſhe not 
tempt the world to believe, that ſhe has no fuch 
boaſted power? Yea, is ſhe not hereby obliged. to 
confeſs, to her everlaſting” ſhame, that the has no 


ſuch power! 1 


But, eg a it ravidenes'c conti- 


in the face of the ſun, ſo confident are they of their 
truth, that they even endeavour to turn the doc- 
trine of miracles into a weapon of offence. They 
aſk Proteſtants, with much triumph, where are 


_ trines ? We anſwer, where they ever were,—in the 
Bible. As all the doctrines, which we believe, 


| 
Did We arrogate to ourſelves the power of working 
Ill miracles, we ſhould' be even as the Papiſts, whoſe 
coming is after the working of Satan with all power 
| 


me know 


ready, and ſtand in no need of miracles to induce 


zſe, in theſe countries.. Why are they 
conſined to them only? Miracles were always 
wrought for the fake, not of ſtaunch believers, but 


nues to give them the lye, before the whole world, 
they refuſe to be aſhamed. 1 Given up of God to 
believe, or, at leaſt, to aſſert a palpable falſehood 


your miracles, by which you confirm your doc- 


| | are there; ſo all the miracles, which God ever 
wrought to confirm theſe doctrines, are there too! 


| and +, bens, and lying wonders*. By this very preten- 5 
ion to a miracle- working power, — the fruit of un- 
5 — 1 we know them. Yes, we 
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know them to be that wick ED, whom the Lord 
vill conſume with the Spirit of his mouth, and ſhall 
deſtroy with the brightneſs of his coming*. Theſe 
miracles are but lying wonders, obtruded upon the 
credulous by the arts of impoſture. We are bold 
to aver, that there never was a miracle performed 
by God or man, for the purpoſe of confirming any 
new truth, ſince John finiſhed the facred Canon; 
and Bible miracles are ſafficient to authenticate 
Bible truths. But, what is moſt aſtoniſhing, — is, 
that though that venerable Apoſtle fenced the fa- 
cred volume, by the moſt awful denounciations 
againſt the daring attempts of ſacrilege and im- 
poſture, yet the Papiſts have, in effect, added to, 
and taken from it, by their tradition and fabulous 
legends. Vea, more, they have attempted to ren- 
der theſe canonical, by the falſe miracles which 


they pretend to have wrought for their confirma- 


tion. Every miracle isa mode of aſcertaining ſome 
particular truth, to be indiſputably divine; and ac- 
cordingly, to be worthy of all acceptation, on its 
own proper evidence. No true miracle was ever 
wrought, but for purpoſes worthy of God. None 
Were ever performed for the amuſement of the cre- 
dulous vulgar, and for | draining their money from 
them, at the tombs of dead men, on a holiday,— 


No; If ever Papiſts performed miracles, they muſt 


own,itwas for aſcertaining the truth of fomelegend, 


for example, the tranſlation of the Santa Caſa, in the 


Church of Lorettot. All the boaſted prodigies that 


have been, or are ſtill performed there, bythe! image 


of the: . are done 1 . an intention to confirm i it 


; L * „ 


„2 beg ll. 4, 8 9 85 23 1 


ts WY e Det account-of the Church of Ct dedicnd 
ed to the Virgin ; and famous over the popiſn world, wilt both 


entertain the reader, and ſhew him, inwhat he ought to view 


-Popiſh 5 and the truths pretended bo Le authenticated d by | 
m. 
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nor was there any hopes of his recovery, till he ſent 


Anally recovered. This ſtone is now diſtingaiſhed from the re 


hoved to work a miracle on poor Suarez to red error | 
«infallible head of the Church, and to gratify the pious. humour of the 


:f. a6 7 


zs atruth, that the angels lified up, and tranſlated the 
HoLv:HouUsSE from Nazareth, firit to Dalmatia, then 


to the territory of Recanati, and laſt of all to Lorerto. 


It is therefore plain, that the tranſlation of the 
Santa Caſa is a neu divine truth, aſcertained, not 


by fallible teſtimony, but by Heaven itſelf, equal 


Glorious things are fabled af thee, thou Temple of Heaven“ Queer 


and Hauen of Cod! for Papiſts gravely aſſure us, that. Santa Caſa, 


the very cottage where the Virgin Mary was born, wooed, and mar- 


Tied, is m the middle of this Church, ſurrounded by an incloſure of 
Four walls: that, this ſame cottage ſtood near thirteen centuries at 
Nazareth; but that taking a diſlike to its ſtation, ſo far from Chriſt's 
Vicar and the votaries of its ancient tenant, Mary, the Angels took 
compaſſion on its pitiable plaint, ited it up and carried it into Dal- 
matia; That it remained there only three years and ſeven months, 
for at the end of that Period, theſe ſame tender hearted angels carried 
it into the territory of Recanati: and that though, in this place, 
celeſtial concerts were heard by the neighbouring inhabitants, it could 
not ſtay ſo far from his holineſs; pity therefore to its approved piet 
he Ry angels once more to load their willing ſhoulders wit 
it, and to carry it to the Popes neighbourhood, Loreto; here it 
now ſays, This is my reſt, here will I ſtay, for I have deſired it. All 
to twelve different | . 
to twelve different uages to edlify the people ho ſpeak thein, viz. 
Hebrew, to tl Jews to Cie Gre 1 convince the 


- Greek church of their wickedneſs, in not fubmitting to the Pope's 


authority, ſeeing, Santa: Caja,prefers the purlieus of Rome to Canaan 
itſelf. ; Arabic, to make the Turk fall out with his alcoran, when he 
TeadsMiich'a ſelf-evident hiſtory as: quite eclipſes all the ſtories of 
his Prophet; Latin, for the uſe of all nations; Sclaponian, German, 
French, Spaniſh, Welch, Engliſh, Scots and Iriſh, to convince heretics 
of all theſe nations, how little faith they have, when they diſtruſt tHe 


trutk of Tranſubſtantiation, ſeeing this ſtory, almoſt as incredible, is 


daily atteſted by miraclbs performed by the Virgin, in honour of her 
ancient cabbin. They farther aſſure us, that every ſtone in Santa 


Caſa is ſo attached to the environs af Rome, that God himſelf has 


*wrought miracles to humour a ſingle ſtone, when. it chanced to be 


— nah; mwey — ws 3 . - ores - „ being of the 
Council of Trent, uppl cat Pope for a ſing one of Sanm 
. T1 The Po ; 


apel, he was building in Spain. 


Caſa, to put into a 


granted the ſuit, and the ſtonie was ſent. But, behold, Sruarez paid 


dear for his own piety, and the Pope's facility. He pot the gripes ; 
; of ck the ſtone; 

and as it approached Santa Caſa, old Suarez brake wind, and gra- 
in 

the wall, by an Iron grate about it, to prevent in future, any ſuch ac- 


eident. Here are miracles! Here Popiſh miracles themſelves are 


out miracled! But alas for the Pope's infallibility] at a time too, when, 


be needed ĩt moſt, to direct the holy Council. God Almighty be- 


ectify the error of the 


holy ſtone! . 


N . 


= N 


| as: * trauſlatzon a Enoch and Tijah, or as the af- 


cenſion of Jesvs CnrisT, If Popiſh: miracles be 
genuine, the firſt mult be [IEC upon the ſame 
ground as the laſt ; and both are equally canonical, 


and worthy of all acceptation. Yea, if we are to 


make any difference, the former is much more 
worthy of a divine faith; for if the prieſts of Italy 


are to be believed, on the; ſubje& of the miracles, 


performed by the Mother of God and Queen of Hea- 
ven, at Lorefto, the tranſlation of her houſe from 
Judea to Haly is confirmed by infinitely more mi- 
racles than any one truth in the whole Bible. It 
follows, therefore, that this ridiculous legend, thus 
authenticated by ſo many miracles, makes another 
chapter of our Bible, and deſerves to be read and 


believed with as much faith and reverence; as the 
hiſtory of Chriſt's reſurrection and aſcenſion into 


Heaven. The ſame may be ſaid, with equal truth, 


of all che legends in the Roman Breviary, that are 
there fabled to have been confirmed by miracles. 


Thus we ſhall have prevey voluminous addenda to 
our Bibles. Alarming! The very pretence of 


working miracles for authenticating apocryphal 


| ſtories, moſt certainly fabjefts the pretenders to 


the awful certification, with which the ſacred 
canon is concluded, and to all the puniſhment in- 


cluded in it. 1 teftify to every man that heareth the 


words of the prophecy of this . book, if 'any man ſhall 


| ADD unte theſe things, God ſhall add unte Y the 


plagues that are written in this boat“. 
3. The Romiſh-prieſthood - to us in the 


gorgeous robes of Sererdaa Gither,; - . Theſe are ſo 
numerous, as well as ſo lofty, that it would give full 
employment to a court of heraldry, to aſcertain and 
adjuſt their different, and often jarring pretenſiuns. 
"The Pope tei bas more Wa names gf 2 


7 : | WE 5 2 pi 


* FER XX11, 12, 


4:88 3 | 
phemy, I was going to ſay, than all the Pagan high 
prieſts ever aſpired unto. Theſe were content with 

 PonTirzx Maximus; but he, and his blaſpheming 
flatterers have ranſacked and beggared language to 
furniſh him with names, adequate to his pride. 
He is Pope ; the Great Pope; Our Lord God, the 

Pope; His Holineſs ; The Vicar of CHRIST Petc ; 
The Succeſſor of Peter; Holy Father, &c. &c. &c. 
The ſubordinate clergy are diverſified with as many 
names, ſerving to indicate their ambition and pride, 
as would fill many pages of a Glofſary. They are 

Cardinals, Archbiſhops, Primates, Biſhops, Deans, 

Subdeans, Archdeacont, Curates, &c. &c. &c. And 
how effectually would all theſe frighten, or divert 

children, when they appear in all the In/zgnia and 
trinkets of their orders, ſuch as Mitres, Crofeers, 
Hats, Caps, Tonſures, &c,— Though by ſuch great 

ſwelling titles of yanity, they may think to recom- 
mend themſelves to the admiration of the great 
vulgar, and to the veneration of the low vulgar, we 
may certainly aſłk them, Who inſtituted thete offices 
in the Chriſtian Church, and conferred on them 
theſe ſwelling titles? The BrsHoP or PRESBYTER, 
andthe Dzacon we know to be of divineinſtitution, - 
in the Church; but whence are ye, — Le Popes, 

Cardinals, Primates, Archbiſhops, and all the other 
denominations of your fraternity? Is not your very 

exiſtence in the Church of God, under theſe 

names of blaſphemy, a burleſque on Chriſtianity ?_ 
Does is not flatly contradict the very letter of 

Chriſt's command Ie know that the Princes 

of the Gentiles . exerciſe dominion, and they that are 

great exerciſe authority, but it ſhall woT. be ſo among 

you* ? Your genuine character is drawn in the pro- 
phetic page, ſeventeen hundred years ago.— I ſaw. 
4 woman fit upon a ſcarlet-coloured beaſt, full of 9 85 

F eee , * e 8 : of. 
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of blaſpbeiny, having ſewen heads @4 ten horns.— 

And the woman vas arrayed in purple and 2 
colour, and decked with gold and precious ſtone and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full of abo. | 
minations and ee of her fornication*. 91 | 


' SECONDLY 3 3 They pretend to be b in- 
nocent ſheep. © They come unto you tn Sheep's cloath- 
ing. Let us examine this pretenſion, and its proots. | 


1. They fay that they are. not only Chriſtians, 
but that they and their votaries are the only genuine 
Chriſtians in the world; and that all who are not of 
the Romiſh Communion are in a ſtate of damna- 
tion! But, pray! where is the proof of this moſt 
wretched opinion? Have they more of the ſpirit of 
Chriſt dwelling in them, or appearing in their moral 
conduct, and in their political behaviour, than 
others? Does their damning all without the pale of 
their Communion ſavour of the ſpirit of Chriſt? 
Do their Auto de fes — Their Inquiſitions, their 
Maſſacres, their Plots, and their black Conſpiracies, 
prove their excluſive title to the name of Chriſ- 
tians, and to the ſole poſſeſſion of the ſpirit of 
Chriſt? Does their lapfegien to the authority of 
Chriſt prove it? Rather, does not the contempt 
they openly pour on his inſtitutions, by their pro- 
fanely mixing human rites and childiſh ceremonies 
with theſe ordinances, prove the very reverſe ? 


. 
e * Rev, xvi. 3, 4. . 


4 As 2 e of the ſaperior virtue of theRoman Clergy, his Shes: 
LIXESS, Iulius III, the facred Repoſitory of infallibility, was ſcarce- 
ty ſeated in the Papal Chair, when he beſtowed a Cardinal's hat on 
the keeper of his monkeys, a boy, picked up from the ſcum of the peo 

br and who was alſo the abominable object of his unnatural plea- 
Fhis Immaculate Vicarof Chriſt, being reproached o- 
ardinals for introducing a member, ſo unworthy, into the 8a 
Geese 58 replied What virtue found you in M, to induce you t 
place He in the Papal Chair? 


* — — — U 


wm r * PRI en een ee 


92K — K — 263223234 en ab merge razr my? - >» 2-08 
N 
-A : 
3 : 


Why, truly, 
Church, out of which there can be no Chriſtians, 
and no falvation.” Abſurdity and arrogance! 
How groſsly ignorant, or how abominably haughty 


7 | — 
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What reaſon t therefore, do they, can chere ens 2 
they are members of the Catholic 


muſt men be, to aſſert ſuch a barefaced lye? Can 
a particular Church be che Catholic Church? Does 


ſhe include the Greek Church, the Aſiatic Church- 
es and all the Proteſtant Churches ? The Catholic 
Church, never was and never will be, one organ- 


ized ſociety, under one mortal head, The Catho- 


| tie Church is that ſociety, which is made up of 
many particular. organized churches, and which, in 


very different degrees of = ma pure, holds 
che HEAD, even Chriſt. 


But fay the Papiſts, « We hold his vicar, "ths 


Pope ;—Theſe pretended churches acknowledge 
not that centre of unity, and therefore are not true 
churches! But who told them that the Pope! 

Vicar of Chriſt, and the centre of the churches 


is the 


unity? The holy ſcriptures - ſay no ſuch thing. 
Were there no true churches in the world till the 


fixth or ſeventh century? And did the churches of 
Cbriſt want a centre of unity till that period? But 
What if I ſhall ſay, and prove too, that their acknow- 

ledging the Pope, as the churches head, and centre 


of her unity, ſtrips themſelves of all title to the 


character of viſible, profeſſing chriſtians? I ſay, „. : 
ble, profeſſing chriſtians, for though real chriſtians 


ſome of them may be, and doubtleſs are; yet 


- chriſtians, vi/ibly- and credibly profeſſing their | 
ſubjection to Chriſt, none can be, who acknow- 
-ledge the Pope, as Lord of their conſciences.— 


Calling any man maſter on earth, in this ſenſe, : 


is inconſiſtent with our allegiance to the King 
of Rare bn, the HE AN: inet 5 


CERA 


E 

reaſos of a chriſtiay's faith and obedience, is the 
fole authority of Chriſt, ſpeaking in his word. But 
the formal reaſon of a Papift” $ blind faith and paſſive 
obedience is the authority of the Pope, ſpeaking in 
His Canons, Decretals, Bull aud Curſes. And to 
keep people from acknowledging Chriſt, as rhe 
only Lord of their underſtandings and coriſcietities, 
their haughty guides refufe ro Allow them to hear 
__ Chriſt ſpeaking to them in his word, by denying to 

the unlearned, the uſe of the bracles of God in a 
language they underſtand, and to all the right of in- 
terpreting and underſtanding” the 3 "or 
themſelyes. There is, therefore; the moſt pal 
ble contraſt between a G8 en and a Papi. The 
one cannot be the other, any more than an Englyþ- 
man, voluntarily ſubjecting himſelf to the laws of 
Great Britain, can be a French-man, ſlaviſhly cring- 
ing under the tyrannical yoke of his Grand Monar- 
que. By their fruits you know them.” That re . 
n ligion which cannot exiſt, but in conſequence 0 . 
| emancipating ourſelves Rom ur own underſtand» = 
ings and conſciences, and from the authority = | 
Chriſt over them, —And without ſubjecting onr- 
ſelves blindly to the authority of a denz prieſt, 
arrogantly aſſuming the title of Chriſt's Vicar, 25 ; 
not be the chriſtian religion. They may give it 


name, who can find one bad enough for a f Wende | 


x” and brutal cruelty. 


| bigotry that tends to baniſh all religion out 18 the 
world, and to metamorphoſe mankind into the paſſive 
ſubjects, and the ready engines of e Nr 


7 ; 


2 2. To impoſe more — on x ink 450 6 
| 10 prove by ocular demonſtration that they are 

_ Harmleſs ſheep, and very good chriſtians; Pop ih 
- Prophets come unto you in mournful weeds, pr wor 

up of neee Figrimages, Penances, Celi- 
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hacy, Vows of Poverty, and twenty other party co- 
loured clouts. This truly laughable foolſcoat is 
rendered yet more ridiculous, by its trimmings and 
decorations. They make broad its philacteries, 
and ſtud them thick with croſſes and crucifixes of 
all ſhapes and ſizes, with ſtrings of beeds and bits of 
bones, with ruſty nails and rotten wood, and with 
many other ſuch precious jewels. When this good- 
ly fait happens to become dirty (for the Romiſn 
"Clergy, though all virgins, are not immaculate!) 
they are never at a loſs for a proper Men/truunt 
to waſh it in, while there is ſuch abundance of holy 
water and virgins milk, ele upererogatory merit and 
Saint's blood, in the tre ures of ar Holy ol 
ther. fe 


Notwidilatdingai) that reverence ne themſelves, 
they with to inſpire, by this holy array; we may 
certainly aſk, Whoreguired theſe things, at their hands* 
Do theſe patches of human invention prove | them 
to be chriſtians; and the only chriſtians in the world: ? 
Rather, are not theſe a proof, that they are no 
chriſtians at all? Subjection and voluntary obedience 
to the laws of Chriſt are certainly the deciſive proof ok 
chriſtian profeſſion. If ye loue me, ſaid our Ditine 
Maſter, keep my commandments. © But on the other 
hand, a rejection of the authority of Chriſt alone, as 
the only reaſon of faith and religious obedience, is 
the ſure mark of rebellion againſt Chriſt, and of the 
very reyerſe ofa chriſtian profeſſion. . Of this crime, 
Papiſts are indiſputably guilty, when they practicall7 
| throw off ſubjection to Chriſt, by ſubmitting to hu⸗ 
man authority, impoſing ridiculous auſterities and 
| ſuperſtitious obſervances · on their conſciences ;z—A: 
| yoke of ſlavery, which Chriſt never impoſed, which 
a tyrant alone could frame; and to which thoſe. on-; 


* can i ſubmit, who are become War. of Chriſt's; 
| ? Folke, 


. 4 # 


cas 3 


. yoke; which is ty, pleaſant, and profitable. h. 
foever fhall break one ofitheſelea/# commandments, and 
ball teach men ſo, he . be called the leaft in the 
kingdom Heaven“. Andit is certainly àa breach 
of none of the leaſe, of God's commandments, to 
emancipate men's conſciences from the authorit 


of Chriſt, the only head of his Church; and to 


transfer their obedience from Him to a proud Pon- 


tiff, who, blaſphemouſly calling himſelf Gop and 
the Vicar of Chriſt, dares to demand implicit obe- 
dience to commands, which never entered into 
Chriſt's mind to .enjoin on any of his diſciples; 
commands, which only tend to metamo rphoſe 
chriſtians into profane 3 10 6 deu dee 2 
and ache Bo el. : 

1 Hang 
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4 z ' , oe ow 


P Matt. v. 19. 


+ What a, os profane mimicry of ſacred” jp TORT ablolutely 
inimitable, are performed by the Prieſt in the celebration of the maſs! - 
The reader will ſee a Gonple of theſe profane geſticulations, together 
with their purile, as well as Protein * in ee, 
des Ceremonies de la Meſſe. 


- + What Buffoons and Jack- Puddings do the Popiſh veſtments make 
of thoſe who wear them! They are gazed at, and no doubt, greatly: 
e 4. to old women and children. But every wiſe man, every 


conf 25 * oy CRP e r 0, fr th Po- 
ries have not the honour o r in n the 
Prarices got the ſtart of them. * 


I The Slavery, to Which popery 3 thoſe who FART 
is intolerable; - Moral ſentiment of ou OWN, they can have none. 
Their conſciences are the echo of the 8 bulls, and of theCon- 
felſor's bindings and looſings. Their 3 rſtandings and conſciences 
are ever ſubject to the * and caprices of ſuperſtitious Dotards, 

or to the arts of deſigning: AKnaves ; for none but the one or the other 
durſt take it on them, to demand implicit faith from creatures, who” 
morally depend on God alone. e law of Moſes, from which 
Chriſt hath delivered his People; Win light as a feather, mild as 
clemency itſelf, when compared with the yoke of Popery, That was 
fixed and known ; this is yerfatile and capricious as the mind of 

every Tyrant, Who, for the time, fills the Pontifical chair. The on 
38 of diving inſtitution, and anſwered ſome important 

is of tyrannic inſtitution, and anſwers no purpoſe at all, — | 

to draw off mankind from their moral dependence on God, that they 

may proſtitute their conſcienges to the magiſterial dictates of a crea- 

ture: labouring under more and greater temptations to blunder tha 
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Having cadeavoured to pull off the maſk, under 


which the Roman prieſthood would force them- 


ſelves upon mankind, as true Prophets, and harm- 
ut Sheep 3 8 1 will now endeavour, 


Il. To prove their real character, held up to 

our view, and to our juſt fears, in tlie text. 55 | 
are, in ſpite of all their lying pretences, RavzEx- 
we Worves. By their fruits, we know, all the 
world knows, that they deſerve this character, on 
many accounts, and in a great variety of reſpects. 
—Like Ravening Wolves, they commit the moſt 
terrible depredations—on all individuals ſubject to 
them ;—on all individuals of the Chriſtian deno- 
mination, who ſecede from them; on civil ſociety; 
on che ignorant . the poor Jews; 


on the law of God ;- N on the Chriſtian 
Hitem, 


1. They make 4 prey of al individuals in their 


oN communion. They commit horrid depreda- 


tions on their goods, their bodies, and their ſouls. 


The goods and chattels of Papiſts are a prey to 
their ravening Prieſthood; The clergy receive 
them from the hands of the midwife, and demand 
a tax upon them as ſoon as they are ſwaddled;— 
With vulture's eyes, and lion's paws, they attend 
them daily, from the font to the grave, draining 
the fruits of honeſt induſtry from them, for pray- 
ers, maſſes, confeſſings, pardons, indulgences, and 
aA hundred other things of equal value. And un- 
Willing to ſuffer even the dead to be buried out of 


kb their fight, or at leaſt, to loſe fight. of their own | 


advantage from them, after they are dead, the 
have invented a Purgatory ; they pretend they are 
able, by the magic of their maſſes, to deliver fouls. 


out of mes 1 5 5 aud in nus man- 


— 


6 
ner they raven \ immenſe ſums from the dying, and 4 
from the executors and nen of * dead. 


The bodies of Rar aniie are a prey: to c bar. ra- 
pacious Clergy. As by the arts, juſt now men- 
tioned, they ſeize. on the wealth of the, laborious 
Part. of mankind, they often reduce their families 
to great indigence and diſeaſe in Popiſhi countries. 
What numerous inſtances of this truth are to be 
found in France, in the Italian States, and in the 
German Popiſh Cantons! Beſides, by their pe- 
nances, pilgrimages, and unnatural, as well as un- 
inſtituted faſts, what injury is done to the health 
and lives of of their obſequious Penitents, in every 
country |... or what ſums of money mult theſe pay to 
them for indulgences, to redeem their bellies from 
hunger, their backs n We OG gr MAP _ 
AP being ruined þ. |; 


But the Sl, He pre cious Hool, is A on 
which the ohoſtly Fathers of the Romiſh Church 
= with the 11080 Tuthful conſequences, their wolf- 

paws. . There is nota power of the human ſoul, 
of which they do not with to make a PREY to their ; 
ang. pere emolument. 1 


+ 


They put out the eyes of the dei BEE, in 

the fame manner, and for, the ſame reaſon that the 
Philiſtines put out the eyes of Sampſon, their for- 
midable enemy. Well aware, that were mankind 
allowed the uſe of their own eyes, they would nat 
ſuffer any of their fellow-mortals ta uſurp the 
goyernment of their conſciences, the Romiſh Cler- 
gy have had the addreſs to perſuade them to to allow 
their eyes to be put out. They will not allaw tem 
the uſe either of reaſon or revelation, .. GE 


 *Reaſan's eye, e uncl Na 7 tay | | 
extinguiſhed, as far as it concerns religion. They 


aw, 


4 +36 1]. 
are allowed ſee with the eyes of the Prieſt Ow, | 


and even he is only permitted to ſee with the ey 
of the Fathers, General Councils, and rhe Inf. 


ble head of the Church. Thus the blind lead the 
blind, and both fall into che ditch. Vea, accord- 


ing to the doctrine of the 'Romiſh Church, in re- 


lation to Tranſubſtantiation, no man, not even the 


Catholic Guide himſelf, muſt believe his reaſon and 


His ſenſes. If, notwithſtanding the teſtimony of 
our ſenſes, and of our reaſon, we muſt believe the b 
tranſmutation of bread and wine into the glorified 


body of Chriſt, we cannot, after this, credit our 
reaſon and ſenſes in any ching. God might there- 
fore reſume his own gifts, as wholly uſeleſs, and 
even hurtful to our faith. And if the lower orders 
of mankind muſt not truſt their reaſon, what right 
have Fathers; Couneils, and Popes to reaſon for 
us? Ought they to believe their ſenſes and their 
reaſon more than their fellow mortals, when they 
Aſſure them; that 79 man ought to believe his 
'Fenſes ? What r rl ght have they to dictate to others, 


© 8-3. 
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The light of e is in no Sams 8 * 


rhe! Romiſh Church, than the light of reaſon.— 
Though it be a candle lighted up by the Father of 


Tights, the Romiſh Clergy. put it under the buſhel 
-of a Papal prohibition, to be read by the vulgar, or 

to be underſtood by any, but in the ſenſe which i it 
Was underſtood i in by the Fathers, whom not one 
in a thouſand, of even the moſt learned of the laity, 
ever had an opportunity or an inclination to con- 
ſult. But ſuppoſing all could be acquainted with 
the ſentiments of the Fathers, to believe the Scrip- 
daten eee 4 akon _— this is not to 8 

TSS ft | [4 
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the Scriptures, but the Fathers. The Pope's au- 
thoritative prohibitĩion, therefore; amounts ro a 
transferring the Faith of the Church from God to 
men, many of whom, as far as we can learn from 
their allegorical and purile comments, appear to 
have ill underſtood the Scriptures, even for them- 
ſelves. It puts out the eyes of mankind univer- 
fally, and bids them ſee with the eyes of others, 
which, to ſay the leaſt, were none 6f the beſt. — 
After all; what good reaſon can be aſſigned why - 
theſe, whom the Romiſh Church has dubbed. 

Fathers, ſhould be allowed for themſelves and for 
us too, and we be deprived of all title to ſee at all? 
Whar great ſin have Chriſtians of the eighreenth 
century committed, to forfeit all right to their own 
eyes, in reading the holy Scriptures, when that 
privilege was granted to thoſe of the Terond, . 
and even the eleventh centuries ? 18 5 


15 5 


- Theſe: Ravening Wolves lay wats he e 
of Chriſtians. That awful power of the human 
ſoul is without doubt originally the Vicegerent of 
God. Bur in the boſom of every Papiſt, it is de- 
graded into the Vicegerent of the Pope. As the 
eye of the underſtanding is extinct, and as the 
Pope ſees for the whole Church, and is her uf. 
verſal lawgiver, the conſciences f her members 
can only echo the language of his authority, and 
can only accuſe or excuſe according to the nature 
and purport of his bulls. As he makes fins and 
duties, by making laws to bind the conſcience, 
that awful power can only accuſe for the firſt, and 
excuſe in relation to the laſt, in proportion as it 
implicitly ſubjects itſelf to the obligation of theſe 
laws. Now, as the conſcience of every Papiſt, as 
ſuch, is bound and directed by theſe laws, it is the 
2 of the bee erer e and no longer the 
Vu.icegerent 


we; 
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Vicegerent of God. May, more! As the laws of 


God himſelf do not, at firſt inſtance, bind the Pa- 
piſt's conſcience, but only in ſo far as they are in- 
fallibly declared and interpreted, by the Papal au- 
thority, to be the laws of God, the conſcience 
of the Papiſt is not bound by theſe laws, bur by 
the law of the Pope, aſcertaining them to be the 
Jaws of God. That faculty, therefore, even in 
this caſe, is not the Vicegerent of God, reſponſible 
to him; but the echo of che . 8 authority, a and 
RE only * his tribunal, 


10 add no more on this ſubjeck, 9 0 
Prleſthöod debaſe and vitiate the human paſſions. 
Rarvening Wolves themſelves, they. have the art of 
giving. 2 certain ferocity to the paſſions, which by 19 
no means js natural to them. 1 The due, regular, 
and manly exerciſe.of the ſuperior powers of under- 
ſtanding and conſciouſneſs, has an immediate tend- 
ency, and never fails, to refine and ſweeten the 
paſſions. But when, by the ghoſtly injunctions of 
their Spiritual Guides, mankind are prohibited the 
employment of theſe noble powers about religion, 


| de moſt noble of all ſubjects; and when, inſtead 


of that, theſe faculties are put under the ſovereign- 
ty and deſpotie power of prieſts, ta dictate to them 
at pleaſure, the paſſions, which never move but 
in ſubordination. to theſe powers, are eaſily ma- 
naged by theſe ghoſtly Directors to ſerve all the pur- 
Poſes of Prieſtly ambition, at any time when they 
find it proper to call them into their ſervice. In 
the boſom of a Papiſt, theſe inferior ſprings of 
action in human nature, are in a far worſe ſtate 
than in the breaſt of a mere ſavage. In the laſt, 5 
they are ſubject to his-0207 narrow, and often miſ. 
taken notions of right and wrong; but in the firſt, 
es Ire) Ss under the en af boſe 
Whoſe 


Co 
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whoſe ſchemes of ambition are ordinaril y. mach 
more extenſive and dangerous than the ill- formed, 
ſhort-lived plans of the rude ſavage. In the caſe 
of Papiſts, they take a wrong direction, and are 
artfully encouraged in it, by thoſe who aſſume the 
direction of cheir conſciences. Hence the aſſaſſi- 
nations and maſſacres which have been committed 
by Papiſts, under the direction of their Prieſts, 
have been infinitely more barbarous than thoſe or- 
dinarily perpetrated by the hands of barbarians 
themſelves. FUN St Bartholemew's iy in 
F rance. 


Ws Like: | Wolves, 8 3 1 Ks 
havock of all thoſe denominations of CHRISTIANS, - 
who es from their ee as far AS ang 
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The 9 of chis i is W to all, * are ac- 
45 188 with the hiſtory of Europe, and with the 
political ſtats: of all the Popith nations, at this hour. 


The Prieſthood of Rome have ever, with the 
moſt uncelentitig - cruelty, purſued all, who have 
ſeparated from them. They chundered out excom- 
munication againſt the Greek Church, not becauſe 
ſhe was become idolatrous in her worſhip, bur be- 
carſe ſhe refuſed to ſubmit to the lordly dominion of 
the Roman Pontiff. The affair of the obſervation 
of Eafter, and that of the Proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were only mere pretences, ſeeing they to- 
lerate and patronize in their own communion, dif- 

crepances from the general faith of Chriſtians, of 
_ infinitely greater conſequence. They "preached 
cruſades againſt, and committed the greateſt i inqui- 
fitorial cruelties upon the poor Albigenſes, in the 
thirteenth century. They annually thunder out a bull 
of excommunication on Maundy Thurſday, againſt 

all Huſſiter, Wicklifites, Lutherans, Zuinglians, Cal- 


ated in any of them. 
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winifts, 5 n * Anabaptiſts.” They | have 


perſecuted Proteſtants with fire and 8 ſtake 


and gibbet, in all countries where they could in- 


fluence the ſecular powers to uſe theſe terrible wea- 
pons. They have plotted the deſtruction of Pro- 
teſtant ſenates, at one Coup de foudre. In a word, 
their uniform practice ſhe ws, that there is no eruel. 
ty too ſhocking for them, when they have an op- 
portunity of exerciſing it againſt Proteſtants, and 
whenthe ſecular intereſt of their progunded C — * 
can be promoted by it. : | 


Aal 


The preſent political ſtate of Popiſh Ia gdoms 


| ſhews, what Ravening Wolves the Romiſh Prieſt- 


hood are to Proteſtants. They have by their in- 
trigues procured, that no Proteſtants ſhall be toler- 
Proteſtants indeed, are 
winked at in ſome of them, but even this fall 
favour we owe not to the Clergy. By arts p pecul jar 


to themſelves, they procured the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz, by which France ſacrificed her pub- 


lie faith, and a great part of her moſt valuable ſub- 
i. Jeds, to the glory of Mother Church. We are 


told, that Papiſts now are much more tolerant than 
they were, ſome centuries ago. We with: the 


3 aſſertors of ſuch jargon would prove it, by. point+ 


ing out one Popiſh kingdom, where any one deno- 
mination of Proteſtants is tolerated. Even the 
Church of England, many of whoſe. clergy have 
thewn their willingneſs to return to a good under- 
ſtanding with Rome, can find no place in their 
charity. N o agreement with them, either in their 
2 or their rites can procure ſo much as a to- 

ration of the Engliſn Church even in France, 
where e ee. is characteriſtical of the Prince 


and the Peafant. Nothing but unconditional ſuh 


tic re- r of the Pope can 
ö a 2 ds 1) k be 


my 
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be d as 4 foundation for che exereiſe 
of common chriſtian charity, towards even thoſe, 
who differ from them in ſcarcely any of their 
minutie, provided the authority of the Pope is diſ- 
claimed. This ſhews, of what ſpirir they are. 
Beſides, norwichſtanding all the «Nun, their for- 
mer bulls, cabals; — maſſacres, and aſh» 
nations of printes, have brought on their com- 
munion, no Pope, no General Council of their 
Church hath ever reprobated theſe; by any public 
edit. A prbof this, that were they in the ſame 
circumſtances as formerly, they would act over 
again the ſame horrid ſcenes. If they would not, 
in the name of ſincerity,” why don't they aſſure che 
world of it, by a public condemnation of hoſe 
tragedies; Which have made them ſtink in the noſ- 
trils of all nations: But I forgot The Church 
of Rome is immaculate and infallible; Aid to pub- 
liſh any ſuch bull would be a virtual renounciation 
of. infallibility.?? | Well! were opportunities to 
offer like the former, to re- act the former villainies, 
the Sons of Holy Mother Church would be as im- 
maculate, in any future maſſacre, as they have been 
in the paſt;  Infallibility can never do Wrong; and 
he, or they, who boaſt the poſſeſſion of this gift, 
can never be guilty of a fault, even when their 
e are EIFS OR, with. the cee * 
ands "path 


. * = Popiſh Prieſthood are ee Wolyes | 
| x0. Crvia SocitTy. The ſtate of all Popiſh coun- 

tries is a ſtriking proof of this truth. Like Lo- 
cults, they eat up every green thing. St. Peter's 
patrimony, in the heart of the moſt fertile country 
in Europe, is ꝓeeled and poor to a proverb. The 
inferior Biſhops are not leſs a burthen upon their 


_ Hoceſey, as far as their power extends. And the 
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1 1 dergy⸗ regular and ſecular, make à prey of 
almoſt 2 thing, which eſcapes the paws of their 


- Tapacious ſuperiors. ' Princes have been obliged ro 
make laws, raiſe armies, fight battles, ſpill the beſt 


blood of their kingdoms, 5 fill Europe with war 


_and-carnage, in order to check the inſolence, and 
bound the avarice of theſe Ravening Wolves. The 
hiſtory of Ihwe/titures; the long ſtruggles of the 
. Gallic Church; the wars between the Emperors 
and the Popes, and the famous atchievements of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury - ſerve to ſhew howitheſe 


$ Rayening Wolves have preyed on the European 
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nations. And in this very age, the Popiſh princes 
found it neceſſary to repreſs the encroachments of 
theſe Vultures. Loth, very loth, was the Roman 
Ses to aboliſh the order of Fefuits ; but neceflity 
became law. Far from being convinced that that 
Jociety, vhich, ever ſince its erection, had merited 
o well at the hands of the Pontiffs by their Aſaſſi- 
nationt, Plots, Conſpiracies, Gre able, Morals, and 
 abominable Caſuiſiry, ought to be aboliſhed, Clement 
XIV. prompted only from neceſſity, diſſolved that 
obnoxious Order, leſt the ghoſt of Henry VIII. ſhould 
Mart up in Spain, Portugal, and France, to the great 
terror and ö of himſelf a= ny (ghoſtly Suc- 
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üble depredations on the pitiable HRATH EN. — 


The Eaſt and the Wo Indies, South America, and | 
China, can vouch this melancholy truth. Maddened 


by the abominable Prieſts, 2 torrents of blood 
| 400 flow in the N Indies, in Mexico, and in Peru, 
by the murtherous hands of worſe than bruriſh , 
Z Spaniards | a in Se OP AL: commotions 1 
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would they have raiſed, to glut their avarice, and 
to aggrandize the Roman See, unleſs they had 
been ſeaſonably prevented! What a ſhocking re- 
preſentation of Chriſtianity did they there make, 
in order to conciliate the Chineſe to the Popiſh 
yoke ? Don't their own writers tell us, that _—_ 4 

perſuaded theſe poor Infidels, whom they pretend- 
ed to convert, that their Idolatrous religion was 
not much different from the Chriſtian ;. that it was 
the true God, whom they worſhiped by the name 
of Tien, i. e. the Heavens; and that the worſhip 
they paid to Confucius, and to their Anceſtors might 
be allowed to converted Heathens? And why all 
this villainous miſrepreſentation of our holy religion? 
Not ſurely to ſave them by it—but, in their true 
character, to ſecure to themſelves the poſſeſſion of 
the means of making a prey of their ſubſtance, and 
gorging their rapaciqus may with their immenſe 

| wealth. od, 5 vx or ry BY. ; : 1 0 
; 8 The poor Jzws: can tell how much they have 
ſuffered by the rapacious paws of theſe Ravening 
Wolves. This truth receives evidence from the 
Auto de ſes that have been ſo frequently lighted up 
in Spain and Portugal, in Which ſo many of 
that unhappy nation have periſhed. The preju- 
dices, which that people have againſt Chriſtianity, 
have not been a little ſtrengthened by the cruelties, 
exereiſed upon them, by theſe Ravening Wolves, 
and by thoſe, whoſe conſciences they controul. 
And, indeed, we may juſtly deſpair of the eonver- 
ſion of that numerous people to the Chriſtian faith, 
till AN TrIcHRISH be no more. The very idea of 
the Pope, whom that people, with too much rea- 
ſon, call the Chriſtian God, together with that of 
the cruelties they have ſuffered by his inſtigation, 
makes chem ſhudder at the very name of Chriſtia- 
% ̃ Tong Ons 
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| nity; of Which he pretends to be the Pusan 

Speedily, for their ſakes, may it be heard over all 
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upon perſons and things on earth, that ravening 
race aſſail the very Law of Gop. Conſcious, that 
the Sacred Decalogue condemns them, they have 
bad the effrontry and unparalleled boldneſs to fix 

their fangs on the arc of God, that ſacred repoſi- 
ny of moral precepts. They have not only, af. 
ter the example of their execrable predeceſſors, 

the Scribes and Phariſees, made the 7 of God 
of none effect by their traditions; but they have 


only an appendage to the firſt; and that they might 
ave appearances, and keep up the. number, en, 
they have divided the Tenth into two. Strange 
arrogance. However, they in this inſtance, ſhew, 
| that they are conſcious of their being Idolaters.“ 
| otherwiſe, why all this antipathy to the ſecond 
| command? Is it not becauſe they dare not wor- 
' ſhip the Croſs or the Virgin, and at the fame time 
repeat that precept? Yet, is it leſs. obligatory on 
the conſcience, becauſe they have degraded it into 
an appendix? Is it leſs a precepr, becauſe they rack 
a: to the firft? No; the whole ſyſtem of theiridola- 
try, like Dagon, muſt fall before the Arc, opt of 
5 which they ſhall find it impoſſible either. to teal, or 
to raven tinge precept. Infpite of their facralegious 
hands, Till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one lit- 
tle JOS in no wiſh 7255 Sram a the OR rill all be _ 2 
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7. As if all the "IIS inſtances of their Sets i 
legion Plunder Were too little to glut their voraci- 
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torn out the Second precept altogether, and made it 


4 WE: 
ous appetites, the Roman Clergy attack CHRIS. 
TIAN ITV itſelf. Indeed, this bath fuffered mo 
from their rapacity. Scarce a ſingle article of the . } 
Chriſtian faith hath eſeaped them. In vain do thex 
boaſt of their orthodoxy, in holding the antient 
creeds, when their New creeds, the creed of Treat, 
and that of Pope Pius enervate every article 
of theſe ancient Symbols. Do they believe ur One 
God:? They fay, yes. We deny it. Thoſe who 
pay divine worſhip, (in which there can be no de- 
grees, much leſs Einds) to a number of ohjects equal, 
if not ſuperior to that of ancient Greece or Rome, 
can never prove that they acknowledge one God. 
Words and actions are different things. Though 
in words they own, in their worſhip they deny, | 
the unity of Godhead, Do they acknowledge A 
Trinity of divine perſons? They atifwer with their 
uſual pride, that they are the only orthodox "Fris 
nnitarians in the warld. We infilt, that they are 4 
the greateſt enemies, whom the Scripture doctr ins 
of Trinity ever had. Their doctrine of that auguſt 
myſtery hath made mare Arians and Socinians than 
ever the famed heads of theſe ſears were capable | 
of making. While they put it upon the ſame foot. | | 
ing as their abſurd doctrine af Franſubſtantiation, 
no wonder human nature recoil. Can the Scrips 
ture Trinity be painted on glafs windows? The Po- 
piſn trinity can, as their temples witneſs to the 
world. Do they believe in the doctrine of à com- 
pleat atonement, made by the expiatory ſufferings 
of Cbriſt? They ſay fo, in words; but their actions 
give them the lie. Their facrifceof the maſs, daily 
reiterated, proves, that they believe that Chriſt's a. 
toning ſacriſice was of no more avail than the 
ſacrifices of the Jewiſh altar, which made nothing 
perfect. Their döctrine of penance, ſatisfactione, 
Res n and all ſuch foolerics, oe” : 
HY 


[46 7 | 
the ſame thing. But why ſhould I ſpend your 
time in the enumeration of particular articles of 
their pretended orthodoxy, when it may be cafily < 
proved, that were the Syſtem of Popery more pure 
than it is, formally conſidered, it is not Chriſtianity 
but Popery, between which there is an eternal re- 
pugnance. Theſe ravening wolves content not 
themſelves with affaulting the articles of the Chriſ- 
tian faith in derail, but worry and devourthe whole 
Syſtem at once, They take away the Bible, the 
only repoſitory of Chriſtianity, from the people, 
- and ſuffer it not to be underſtood but according to 
the bulls, cannons and decretals of the Roman See. 
- Theſe are the only repoſitory of the articles of the 
Paoplan's faith. Till, therefore, it be proved, that 
the Bible and the Papal bulls are formally one 
thing, Chri/tianity and Popery, the Chriſtian and 
the Poplan will continue eternally diſtinct objects. 
It is naturally impoſſible, that the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity can exiſt where popery is eſtabliſhed; 
becauſe there, the very means of knowing what 
8 . Chriſtianity is, are withheld from mankind, The 
genꝛvine profeſſion of Chriſtanity ſtands entirely on 
the foundation of a divine Teſtimony, This is 
withdrawn; and the baſis on which the parrot profe/- 
fron of Chriſtianity reſts, in the popiſh church, is the 
Teſtimony of her pretended head, the Decrees. of 
© councils, Tradition and the Writings. of the fathers. 
Till it, therefore, can be proved, that theſe laſt are 
not only orthodox, but formally one with the teſti- 
mony of the True Wir xꝑss, it will never be prov- 
ed, that there is a genuine profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
in any country, where the Pope dictates to the peu: 
ple the articles of their faith, © 
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III. To explain, and enforce the caution i in hs 


tent. BEWARE of falſe prophets. 


| Thave already Sed, chat the original 3 
tranſlated beware, can ſcarcely. be rendered into 

Engliſh, in its full fignification, by any one word. 
It is a metaphor, taken from that ſolicitade, to 
which a juſtly founded fuſpicion of imminent danger 


naturally prompts every man. Falſe prophets, 


being inwardly Ravening Wolves, always ready to 
injure mankind, in their moſt important intereſts, 
In thoſe of the SouL, mult be ever objects of a tas 
well founded ſuſpicion, and are therefore to be a- 
yoided with the greateſt care. We have already 
ſeen how formidable the Popiſh Prieſthood have 
been, and ſtill are to indivi- Iuals, both without and 
within the pale of their communion; and how 


inimical they are to ſociety both civil and religions. 


Fermir me, therefore, to addreſs myſelf— , 


Þ 


1. To individuals within the pale of che Popith 


Church. Should Providence bring this diſcourſe 
under the eyes of any of you, who falſely call 


yourſelves Catholics, we beg you, inthe bone of 
compaſſion to your precious ſouls, to ſave yourſelyes 
from this untoward generation of blind guides and 

Rwening Wolves, who have diſgraced humanity 
as well as the Chriſtian religion by their inſufferable 
pride, their unbounded ambition, their dark vil 
| 2 and their infernal cruelties. 3 


As long as you receive your Flic ion principles 
and rites, on the word of your prieſts, you have 
them, I do not fay at the Second hand, but from an 


Unknown hand. The prieſts teach you to wink. 


5 hard, and“ implicitly to believe what the church 


believes, for ſhe cannot err.” But what do they 
man th church, chat cannot err? What is 


this 
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as: Gb ruram of Infallibility? 
you? Or dare they aſſium, that they 2 are 
a Bene abont it? Don't ſome fay, i it 1s the Pope? 


Py 


? Have th ey told 


t others fay. , hay; but it is the Pope, and 4 
eral ee Don't ſome ſay, that it is neither | 


he one nor the other; but that it is the church dif- 
Fuſtve? Whom can you believe? The rule of your 


Faith, then, is 2 thing unkngin to vou. You wy 


 *old of certain lothines Aud rites, and you are al. 
- Tared they are infallibly true and good, for the 
church believes and receives them. But the 


Wor agree to tell you, 200 of whot is the LE of z 
this infallibiliry, to warrand your faith. The prieſt 
certainly cannot ſay, that he is infallible; nor c 


; he tell you, who or . 6 AE 4 his, ; 


Thar all he teaches you is true. Your faith,” then, 
Hke NoaÞ?s dove, hath not where to reſt its ar 
Yourwhole thureh, head and members, is like - 

company of blind people, walking together, and 
muttering ſomething about a clue, to guide them, 
hut not one of them can tell another, 20 %ere it is. — 


But more! could your Babel builders underſtangl 
one another; about the ſeat. of Infallibility, you are 


Jill where you were. You have anly the fallible 


5 teſlimony of men, to vouch the poſſeſſion of infal. 
Ability, Vour faith ſtill reſts on human teſt ima 


You are intentionally impoſed on, in this import · 


Ant affair; for you are debarred from reading the 

only Book, in your own language, in whichuthe | 

- #nfallible teſtimony, the teſtimony of God, is re- 
corded ; che Councit of Tens hath abuſed you with | 

a moſt faulty tranſſation, ima dead language, und 


given its ſanction to it, in preference even to the 


Originals; and the ſame councithath ſet up Tradittim, 
the Fathers) and the Decrtes of councils, to be the | 


8 We * AY TO the 21 of your 
| __ | 
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Abe Bebe" The infallible Fele ck God is 
not, therefore, the rule of your faith. The Bible 
has no meaning to you, but what vague tradition 
| and the jarring opinions of fallible mortals put upon 
it. It is, certainly, on theſe, and many other ac- 
"Hawk already hinted, high time for-you, to open 
your eyes, and exideavonr to uſe them for yaur= 
ſelves, and your moſt important intereſts. Suffer 
no longer deſigning, or deluded prieſts to deceive 
you. Permit no more, Ravening Wolves, firſt to 
cheat you, under the maſk of Innocent Sheep; and 
afterwards, to make a prey of your eſtates, bodies, 
and immortal ſouls. Open the Bible, and ſtudy it 
for yourſelves, in ſpite of your tyrannical Prieſthood. 
There you will find a mercifol God addreſſing you, 
as the Angel addreſſed Lot, Come out of Babylon the 
Great, my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
Sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues ; for het 
Sins have reached unto 2 2 8 and ho. bath re 
membered her Iniquities*. | 


we” To aal Wien 4 ge of has Ro- F 
1 Church. Beware of Ravening Wolves. — 
They may deceive you, under the habiliments of 
ſheep, and then find opportunities to deyour you, 
heir proper character. At ſuch; a time as this, 
the following advices, I 4 e will be AC= 
3 ro hb. | 


Search the Senlpmtes. 1 your a 5 
the knowledge of all revealed üb. Uſe every 

* help, within your feach, e underſtand the Oracles 
of God for yourſelves. AS 1 ignorance is the mo- 
ther of deyotiof in the Romiſh Church, To it is 
the principal ack avenue by which her teachers | 
b e ne; ar N 1 Theif 


RV Rev, xviii, 4+ 3. 
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ſnares are principally laid for. thoſe. | Make the 
Bible the rule of your faith. Be on your guard 
againſt Scepticiſm and Infideliry. The tranſition 
from the regions of doubt, to theſe of deluſion, is 


ſhort and eaſy. After the mind hath wearied her- 
ſelf in the firſt, ſhe generally ſeeks repoſe in the 


laſt; and Popery promiſes her a convenient aſylum. 


Old ſins may be ea/zly expiated in that communion, 


by the meritorious action of returning to the bo- 


ſom of Holy Mother; and old vices may ſtill be 
perſiſted in, while there is any money in the pocket 


to pay for indulgences and pardons, during life; 


and any thing in the Teſtament to pay for a compe- 
tent number of maſſes, when dead. —— Give all 
diligence to become acquainted with the power of 


the Chriſtian religion on your own hearts. eee 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs is ordinarily puniſhe 


by being given up to believe lies, Satisfaction with 


the name, without an experience. of the power of 


Chriſtianity, introduced Popery in the firſt ages; 
and it will do ſo in the latter ages too, unleſs Pro- 

teſtants be on their guard, and ſhew more of the 
transforming energies of religion on their hearts, 


in their ordinary practice. Caſt your eyes fre- 


quently on the hiſtory of Popery, in all ages. You 
will perceive eaſily, che horrors and cruelties 6f 
that intolerant religi 
for a thoufand years, e preſents any thing 


The hiftory of Europe, 


| beſide, to our view. Our Martyrologies contain 


nothing elſe. Shall we again take that Serpent 


into eur boſoms, which ſtung to death our Anceſ. 


tors, and the Servants. of the 2 5 God in al | 
nations: 'S God forbid: 15 


8 The Churches of Chri ift TR to = aware at 


Falſe Prophets, who, while they come to them in 
wad 8 Os are en Ravening Wolves. 


Permit, 


r 4 —— — —— —_— 


Lv 

Permit, ye facred Societies! one of the moſt un- 
worthy who miniſter in holy things, to addreſs you. 
Long have you been an object of envy to the rapa- 
cious Hierarchs of Rome! Long have they vehe- 
mently thirſted for your diffolution, and for the 
blood of your faithful paſtors and people! Well 
aware from experience, that open attacks will prove 
vain, they now endeavour to rock you to reſt, by 
Fair pretences, in order to ſurprize ad deſtroy you. 
at once. Equo ne credite, Teucri! Believe them 
not. Make all poſſible proviſion to prevent their 
ſucceſs. Let the members of churches alarm one 
another of their common danger. Let them be 
found in their reſpective poſts. Let them uſe thoſe 
arms, which the goſpel nd put into their hands, 
even the whole armour of God. Let them con- 
fpire, with Chriſtian Zeal, to guard one another, 
and their poſterity, againſt the arts of Rome, by 
maintaining and perpetuating a juſt horror of all 
the peculiar doctrines, all the groſs ſuperſtitions, 
and all the barbarous cruelties of the Mother of Abo- 
minations, drunken with the blood of the Saints and. 
Martyrs of Jeſus. Study by all means, to main- 
tain goſpel order. A church walking together in 
harmony of ſentiment, and in due obedience to all | 
the laws-of Chriſt, provided their civil liberties be 
fecured, 1s proof 282. all the aſſaults of Rome. 


She is built on a Rock, and the gates of hell ſhall not | 


prevail againſt her. On the other hand, a church, 
which grows remiſs in her attention to the laws of 
her Divine Head; ſuffers goſpel order, in the ad- 
miſſion of her miniſters and members to fall into diſ- 
ſuitude; and permits, without the application of 
goſpel remedies, errors, and immoralities, to ſhed 
their poiſon among her members, is become like a 
flock of Sheep, expoſed in a defenceleſs wilderneſs, 

to the fury of Rayening Wolves, It may, ran 


: t * 1 


be A arcade” truth to ſome, bar falthfulnes 
obliges me ta proclaim it aloud, namely, that ever 
fince a /uppo/ititious moderation, and a blind, undif- 
tingui ing charity, became ſo charaQeriſtical of all 
religious denominations in Britain, Popery has been 
making large ſtrides toward us, till at laſt we ſeem 
to be without any viſible defence. The Church of 
England, ambitious to court the good opinion of 
Rome, has imprudently retained, and obſtinately 
maintained, the Whole plan of Antichriſtian hier- 
archy, excepting its ghoſtly Head; and many of the 
_ whoryh ceremonies of the Mother of Harlots. But 
has ſhe ſucceeded in her earneſt wiſhes? No; all 
the ſatisfaction ſhe has, is, that many of her meme 
bers, on account. of the ſimiliarity of her goyern- 
ment and rites to thoſe of Rome, are ready to em- 
- brace Popery, whenever it offers itſelf; and the 
| Roman See, inſtead. of becoming more charitable 
to her, is only thirſting to rob her of thoſe ſhame. 
fully extravagant eccleſiaſtic revenues, which, from 
= the zra of the Reformation, ſhe has retained, as 
- a lure to the Arch-Wolf and his Accomplices in ra- 
pine. The feyeral diſſenting denominations, on the 
other hand, have been greatly falling off from the 
ancient zeal of their anceſtors. againſt the Popiſh 
| hierarchy and ceremonies, retained in England. 


They haye been gradually conforming, and Win:? c 


tarily ſuffering themſelves, to be caught in the net 
pread for them in Tabor, by the TesT AcT. | But 
| what fruit have they had in theſe things, of which 
they have now reafon to be aſhamed. Has the 
Church of England any better opinion of them than 
naa the leſs ſupple age of a Cartwright or a Bales: 9 
No; their only reward is, to find themſelves 
more deſpiſed by the Hierarchs of the . 
whom they have been ſo anxious to pleaſe; 
fin he l Integell ab weakening i . 
| _ Fxery. 
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every. new. generation; and to ſee the necks of 
their children, through the loofe notions in 


which they have been educated, prepared to re- 
ceive Popery, which they will readily view, as but 
only one remove from that, to which their fathers 
had confirmed. On theſe accounts, it ſeems to be 
high time the churches in Britain ſhould rouſe them 
ſelves from their fatal ſlumbers, Their divine Hie 
is crying and our circumſtances ſecond the 

Remember from whence you have fallen, and repent, 
and do the firſt works, elſe I will come unto you quicks 


ty, and will remove your nn out P bis 1275 
uy you repent, 


4. Finally, Civil Societies, . Kingdowd 
4 Common. wealths, ought to be on their guard 
againſt the Ravening Wolves of the apocalyptic wil- 


| derneſs*. We have already ſeen, what Wolves the 
| Romiſh Clergy have been to Civil Societies. All 


Proteſtant nations have found it to be indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary, on account of their dark intrigues, td 


ſecure their own. conſtitutions, and the liberties of 4 
their ſubje cts, by ſuch laws as their own political 


ſituations, rendered expedient, Our wiſe and pro- 
vident anceſtors, obliged by their horrid plots, and 


repeated rebellion, purſued that wiſe meaſure;. 


And, till theſe cauſes, which prompted them to "Its. 
ceaſe to operate, that is, till Popery ceaſe to exilt, 
till Popiſh prieſts ceaſe to concern themſelves in the A 
affairs of nations, and till a Popiſh pretender ceaſe 
to aſſert his claim to the throne of theſe realms, and 


be ſupported in it by the Roman See, —Legiſlators | 


are under obligations to maintain theſe laws in their 


full vigour. When I fay, full vigour, I mean not 


that they ought to be executed, unleſs the Fapiſts 
e 1 the executixe Power to it, hs . 
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felf-preſervation obliges our legiſlature to Frome 
4 


| "© #3 
freſh acts of rebellion. The cantion in the text, 
implies not perſecution. That is a ſin in itſelf, in 


conſiſtent with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and an out- 


rage on God's moral government. Yet, the law of 
chat thoſe, who avow 2 right to perſecute, ſhou 

never have it in their power, to carry their pretend- 
ed right into execution. Beſides, when theſe legal 


fences decay, or when improvidence or corruption 


may have weakened or removed them, they ought 


0 be ſpeedily reſtored. Every member of the 


common- weal dught to contribute his ſhare, with- 
out ſtepping out of his proper ſphere. It is, with-- 
out queſtion, the buſineſs of the legiſlative powers to 
do it, unſolicited. But in caſe theſe may endanger the 
tiberties and peace of the ſubjects, by neglect, it be- 


- comes the unqueſtionable duty of theſe laſt to make 
— retpeaful ſuif to their legiſlators, to provide for 


their ſafety.— And that this is the duty of the peo- 


Pte at large, at this time, when the wile law of our 
lite Deliver, William III. reſpecting Popery, 


has. been haſtily repealed, wul appear from the fol- 
Towing conſiderations, _ 


**1: God, by his own hand, - wrought our deli- 


verance from Popery, at the reformation; and hath 


- matiy times delivered us ſince, when we had not 
more to fear from that intolerant ſuperſtition, than, 


we have at this time. It muſt be, therefore, highly, 
megrateful to our God, to throw down theſe fences, 
by which our Britiſh liberties have been ſecured. 


\ to us ſo long; and it would be ſtill more ungrate- 
ful, filently to fuffer them to lie in ruins, while our 
-Iiderties, civil and religious, | are-expoſed to the. ra- 


G ous paws of Ravening Wolves. In conſequence. | 


f the late act, the influence of Papiſts, in a not very 


diſtafit election to parliament, co-operating with the 
A-pawerful inchantments of French fineſs and = 


Br 4 


niſh gold, may overturn the Britiſh conſtitution, 


ſet a Popiſh pretender on the throne, and place the 
Pope at the head of the eſtabliſhed church. 


3 Unleſs ſubjects of all Proteſtant denominati 
appear, at this time, in conſtitutional 1 
the legiſlature, they virtually confent to all the mer- 
_ Cilefs perſecutions and Popilh murgers of our vener- 
able anceſtors. Theſe ſhed the blood. in rearing 
our Proteſtant mounds; and were we ſilently to 
fit ſtill, and ſee them levelled, and a paſſage there- 
by opened for Popery, our doing ſo, would be juſtly 4 
interpreted to he a ſaying, that it was ſhed in vain, . 
_ Goddid not puniſh withſo much ſeverity the mur- 
thers of the Old-Teſtament martyrs, as he did thoſe, 
who, by their actions, approved the horrid deeds: 


—The. blood of all the prophets, which was ſhed from - : 


the foundation of the warld-—from the blood of Abel © 
| to- the blood of Zacharias, who periſhed between the © 
altar and the SANT be ee mY this HH 
tion". Ek 


4. 


3. We cannot acquit ourſelves of che duty v we 


oe poſterity without doing it. It is in vain to 


flumber on, and fay, it is not probable that Papiſts 5 
will hurt us, in our day. Were this ſelfiſh dream 
more probable than it is, are we ſure, they will nor, 
in conſequence of the late act, hurt our deſcendams? 
Is there no probability, that our children or 
children may riſe up, and curſe our filly credulity, 
or our ſupine negligence, in parting with the-peart 
of liberty, purchaſed for us by the blood, and en- 
tailed on us by the care, of our fathers; and for be- 
quceathing ſlavery of wn and EY to them, a as TW 
my portion? Z Do 


4. To petition Legiſlature at PO time will mY 7 © 


conyincing proof of our charity to our fellow ehrif- 


- 
8 ** 


I 1 Pap hs to | oa r = Core in e 


= — — 
a * r 

iS 22 < 7 C 

: . mens Lge 


* 'E : Ine" 2 W. ER —— ha 
* * N | n 
Pa 


6 Ms * n 
2 r R — „ $2 ow», n * 
7 v a al > 
4 0 
1 « - ” 


A 
1 
>! 
| 
\ 
» 7 
: 
: 
14 
1 


receive their allegia 
74 their grateful e 


the late act, Britain ceaſes, from that moment, 0 
have the honouf ſhe has enjoyed during two cen % o 
turies, — the unrivalled honour, of being the 8 r 

guardian, under providence, of the Preveſtant * © 
| tereſt in Europe. Should that act remain unre- 
pealed, the Proggſtant churches, on the continent, 
|. as well as ourſelves, 1 in all human eee 38 
Vs Pa ſhare 1 in the conſequences of it. e. £4 


5. It is 4 duty which we owe the all Sus "I 


| fog on the Britiſh»throne: It is well known that 


- Papiſts are, from principle, enemies to him and his 
eee The race of Stuart is their idol. Same- 
"neſs of religion, and gratitude for undergoing an 
. exile ſo tedious and ſevere, merely for its  attach- 


ment to Popery, unite to oblige them. Tf they ſay, 
; if they even ſwear, the contrary, continuing Papiſts, 
they ſwear that they are the moſt ungrateful ſinners 
out fo hell. Ves, their boaſted loyalty is mere pre: 


tence, as long as one of the abdicated family lives to 
ance, and the future marks of 


I conclude wah A. 1 tic; wa F | TE 5 | 


5 Fſther; Thar if any profeſſed Proteſtant refuſe, at 
this time; to unite with his Proteſtant brethten in 
à a dutiful ſupplication to the Britiſh Legiſlature, for a 
repeal of the late act in favour of Papi 
not flatter themſelves that they ſball eſcape more than _ 
| all their Petitioning brethren; hf if they altogether = 
Hold their peace at this time, enlargement ind Aeli ver- 


ance will ariſe from another Plars. As for. them; 


1 ſhall leaye them in the hand of Him, wks 


Fn 2h the 9 and 1 the: ee * : 
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